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Vale Bill O’Connell
A long-time supporter of the Kyneton Marist Brothers Old Boys Bill O’Connell of East Trentham died on the 15th of November 2025 in his eighty-seventh year.
Bill was one of the many Trentham boys who attended the school at Kyneton. After finishing school he returned to the family farm and continued his selected occupation.
His wife Cath was always at his side when the Old Boys held their annual reunion and general meetings. Bill was too unwell to attend the 2025 reunion in January, but was treated to a take home meal organised by Cath.
The Trentham Football Netball Club called Bill a true “Sainter” due to his commitment to the Club for most of his adult life. Quote: - A gifted footballer, a cricketing great, and a legendary bowler, Bill’s passion for sport was matched only by his unwavering commitment to the next generation. His selflessness, humility, and quiet leadership left an indelible mark on all who knew him.-: unquote.
The Brothers instilled the Catholic faith in students. In keeping with the Old Boys credo Servabo Fidem, Bill O’Connell certainly carried the lessons into life and was able to serve the faith until his death.
In 2002 when the Sacred Heart Church at East Trentham was stripped and sold. Bill, as secretary of the church community took on the Parish Priest and the Archbishop. Sadly it was to no avail and the artefacts were scattered via auction and other means. Many people would have become “Lapsed Catholic” but not Bill. The Church was built in 1890 with money from local farmers, the descendants of Irish migrants who settled the area in the 1840s. 
A funeral mass for the repose of the soul for Mr William Joseph 'Bill' O'Connell was offered at St. Mary Magdalen's Catholic Church, Trentham by Father Declan O’Brien on Monday 24 November. A burial followed at Tylden Cemetery.
The Church and Graveyard as well as the Pig and Whistle hotel were a wake was held were overcrowded. The funeral cortege diverted via Pearsons Road East Trentham past Bill and Cath’s home.
Son, Daniel gave the congregation an insightful and humours resume of his father. At the wake many additions to the anecdote were delivered.
Requiescat in Pace Bill!
Written by Michael Halley for Marist Bothers Old Boys
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Died peacefully at Trentham Aged Care on Nov. 15, 2025, aged 87. Devoted husband to Cath, beloved father and father-in-law to Daniel & Filomena and cherished "Pa Bull" to Jamison.
Rest in Peace.
06/05/1938 - 15/11/2025
Funeral mass for the repose of the soul for Mr William Joseph 'Bill' O'Connell will be offered at St. Mary Magdalen's Catholic Church, Bridge St, Trentham on MONDAY (Nov. 24, 2025) commencing at 11.00am. A burial at the Tylden Cemetery will follow.
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· It is with deep sadness that we advise that Bill O’Connell has died.
· He had been in poor health for some time.
· Bill was an ardent supporter of the Old Boys, as is his wife Cath.
· His funeral will be held on Monday 24 November 2025 at Trentham with interment at Tylden
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Vale Bill O’Connell
The Trentham District Football Netball Club joins the wider Trentham and East Trentham communities in mourning the passing of Bill O’Connell, a true pillar of our town and a lifelong champion of community sport.
A Life Member of the Trentham Football Netball Club, Bill’s contribution to our club and community spanned decades. He dedicated himself to the development of local football and cricket — coaching, organising, and transporting countless young players — always with his beloved wife Cath by his side. His legacy lives on in the annual cricket match between Trentham and Blackwood, proudly named in his honour.
A gifted footballer, a cricketing great, and a legendary bowler, Bill’s passion for sport was matched only by his unwavering commitment to the next generation. His selflessness, humility, and quiet leadership left an indelible mark on all who knew him.
We extend our deepest condolences to Cath, Dan, Phil, and Jamison. Bill’s legacy will live on in the hearts of all who had the privilege to know him.
Rest peacefully, Bill — a true Trentham Sainter.
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For more than a century, East Trentham's stately Roman Catholic church was the local community's heart and soul.
It was built in 1890 with money from local farmers, the descendants of Irish migrants who settled the area in the 1840s. The 15 stained-glass windows that once looked down on Sunday morning congregations were donated by local families in memory of the church's founders. Pews, vestments, an organ and other religious items were donated by three generations of locals.
Now the stained-glass windows are gone, the furnishings stripped, the religious items missing and those whose ancestors built the Sacred Heart Church are fighting a desperate campaign to keep it open.
Last July, the parish priest of Trentham and Kyneton, Father Gerard Johnson, stunned locals by announcing from the pulpit that the church was to be s
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The location of the religious furnishings and items removed from Sacred Heart is unknown. The preservation committee claims Father Johnson is being evasive about their whereabouts. "We've been fobbed off," Mr O'Connell said, "told they're in good hands or they're in safe keeping."
Last month, a supporter of Sacred Heart, who declines to be named, bought the church organ and vestment drawers from an auction house in Kyneton. They are being held in trust in the hope that the church will be saved.
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MERCY, PEACE AND LOVE.
BEYOURS IN ABUNDANCE




